                              Checklist for your fiction: Are you avoiding these things?

Do you introduce too many characters too quickly, asking the reader to learn their names right away and remember them?

Might the reader get lost if she is reading while distracted, putting it down and returning later, tired?

Do you tell background information before action as if you have a captive audience relative smiling and waiting to praise what you have to say?

Do you give away too much too soon, rather than keeping the reader guessing, trying to figure things out?

Are the topics mundane, pedantic, and uninspiring?

Do you repeat words close together in your text?

Do you follow a character, the narrator only being able to guess what's in her mind, then halfway through, the narrator is privy to her thoughts?

Does your story meander?

Do you use too much passive voice?
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